The Shelby County Public Library
Brown Bag Book Club
309 Eighth Street • Shelbyville, Kentucky 40065 • Phone: 502-633-3803 • Fax: 502-633-4025
Join the Brown Bag Book Club every 2nd Tuesday of the month at 1:00 P.M. for a discussion of our
latest read. The Book Club will meet on the first floor in the Hudson Room.
February 14th– Ordinary Grace– by William Kent Krueger
New Bremen, Minnesota, 1961. The Twins were playing their debut season, ice-cold root beers were selling
out at the soda counter of Halderson’s Drugstore, and Hot Stuff comic books were a mainstay on every
barbershop magazine rack. It was a time of innocence and hope for a country with a new, young president.
But for thirteen-year-old Frank Drum it was a grim summer in which death visited frequently and assumed
many forms. Accident. Nature. Suicide. Murder.

March 14th– All the Stars in Heavens by Andriana Trigiani
In this spectacular saga as radiant, thrilling, and beguiling as Hollywood itself, Adriana Trigiani takes us back
to Tinsel Town's golden age—an era as brutal as it was resplendent—and into the complex and glamorous
world of a young actress hungry for fame and success. With meticulous, beautiful detail, Trigiani paints a rich,
historical landscape of 1930s Los Angeles, where European and American artisans flocked to pursue the
ultimate dream: to tell stories on the silver screen.

April 12th– Isaac Murphy: I Dedicated This Ride by Frank X Walker (One Book, One Community)
In this richly imagined collection of poems, Frank X Walker brings to life the mind and heart of legendary
African-American jockey Isaac Burns Murphy (1861-1896). The son of a slave, Murphy rose to the top of
thoroughbred racing in a brilliant career that brought him wealth, honor and international fame. The first to
win the Kentucky Derby three times (1884, 1890, 1891), Murphy won an unprecedented 44% of the races he
entered. Part of the lore surrounding Murphy's legacy was his penchant for not using the whip. He preferred
to ride his mounts into the winner's circle by using his well-honed skills and simply talking to his horses.
The poems imagined/spoken here by Isaac and Lucy Murphy, Eli Jordan, and James and America Burns tell Murphy's
compelling life story. They shine a light on the life of America's most celebrated black jockey, his family and community,
and the historical canvas on which his extraordinary life played out.

May 9th– Maiden Flight by Harry Haskell
Maiden Flight is the true-life story of the Wright sister who in 1926 left her world-famous and intensely
possessive older brother to marry newspaper editor Harry Haskell, the man she loved, and suffered the
unhappy consequences. An international celebrity in her own right, Katharine embodied the worldly,
independent, and self-fulfilled New Woman of the early twentieth century. Torn between duty and love,
she agonized for months before making her devastating break with Orville at age fifty-two.

June 13th– In the Unlikely Event by Judy Blume
In this brilliant new novel—her first for adults since Summer Sisters—Judy Blume takes us back to the 1950s
and introduces us to the town of Elizabeth, New Jersey, where she herself grew up. Here she imagines and
weaves together a vivid portrait of three generations of families, friends, and strangers, whose lives are
profoundly changed during one winter. Gripping, authentic, and unforgettable, In the Unlikely Event has all
the hallmarks of this renowned author’s deft narrative magic.
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July 11th– The Curious Charms of Arthur Pepper by Phaedra Patrick
Don’t miss this curiously charming debut! In this hauntingly beautiful story of love, loneliness and
self-discovery, an endearing widower embarks on a life-changing adventure. Featuring an unforgettable cast of
characters with big hearts and irresistible flaws, The Curious Charms of Arthur Pepper is a joyous
celebration of life’s infinite possibilities.

August 8th– The Turner House by Angela Flournoy
For over fifty years the Turners have lived on Yarrow Street. Their house has seen thirteen children get grown
and gone—and some return; it has seen the arrival of grandchildren, the fall of Detroit’s East Side, and the loss
of a father. But when their powerful mother falls ill, the Turners are called home to decide their house’s fate
and to reckon with how their past haunts—and shapes—their future.

September 12th– Jimmy Bluefeather by Kim Heacox
Old Keb Wisting is somewhere around ninety-five years old (he lost count awhile ago) and in constant pain and
thinks he wants to die. He also thinks he thinks too much. Part Norwegian and part Tlingit Native (“with some
Filipino and Portuguese thrown in”), he’s the last living canoe carver in the village of Jinkaat, in Southeast
Alaska. With its rogue’s gallery of colorful, endearing, small-town characters, this book stands as a wonderful
blend of Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn and John Nichols’s The Milagro Beanfield War, with
dashes of John Steinbeck thrown in.
October 10th– Magic Strings of Frankie Pesto by Mitch Albom
A Spanish war orphan born in a burning church and raised by a blind guitar teacher, Frankie Presto was gifted
with extraordinary musical abilities that shape not only his life but the lives of those around him. At nine years
old, Frankie meets the love of his life, Aurora; that same day, civil war tears apart his home and he is sent to
America, smuggled in the bottom of a boat with only guitar and six strings imbued with the power to change
lives.
November 14th– God Help the Child by Toni Morrison
At the center: a young woman who calls herself Bride, whose stunning blue-black skin is only one element of
her beauty, her boldness and confidence, her success in life, but which caused her light-skinned mother to deny
her even the simplest forms of love. There is Booker, the man Bride loves, and loses to anger. Rain, the
mysterious white child with whom she crosses paths. And finally, Bride’s mother herself, Sweetness, who takes
a lifetime to come to understand that “what you do to children matters. And they might never forget.”
December 12th– Same Kind of Different As Me by Ron Hall
Meet Denver, a man raised under plantation-style slavery in Louisiana in the 1960s; a man who escaped,
hopping a train to wander, homeless, for eighteen years on the streets of Dallas, Texas. No longer a slave,
Denver's life was still hopeless—until God moved. First came a godly woman who prayed, listened, and obeyed.
And then came her husband, Ron, an international arts dealer at home in a world of Armani-suited millionaires.
And then they all came together. Same Kind of Different As Me is the emotional tale of their story: a telling of
pain and laughter, doubt and tears, dug out between the bondages of this earth and the free possibility of
heaven. No reader or listener will ever forget it.

